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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

The Internet can be an unreliable force, often failing, or sometimes even exacting damage upon valuable digital possessions.

But the Internet succumbs to even greater and older forces, which afflict an even wider population.  We are reminded of the power of nature as we witness (or experience) the constant onslaught of hurricanes on the American state of Florida.

The Internet helps those of us with access to it to communicate and coordinate, informing us which of our friends in that southern state are alive and well.  When we see them in chat, let us wish them well, and be glad for the networking opportunities that venues such as Syndicomm Online provide.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Spam Filtering Upgrade
----------------------
Syndicomm has upgraded its spam filtering software.  Our spam filter now supports the Sender Policy Framework (SPF), which allows ISPs to provide information to help prevent forgery of email headers.  You can get details on how SPF works at <http://spf.pobox.com>.  Also, web site links in incoming messages are now checked against sites that maintain lists of URLs known to be used by spammers.  Accuracy is generally improved, as well.  These implementations should help further improve the accuracy and effectiveness of our spam handling!

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Macintoshes used to be known for their graphical prowess, but today are often associated with networking and telecommunications versatility as well.  In Category 9, Topic 45: Installing BSD software, we look at how to install Unix utilities such as Pine on OS X; while in Category 11, Topic 9: HTML, suggestions are made for programs to help automate the creation and maintenance of web sites.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Everyone's back in school with A2.  This month we feature discussion about programming in Category 57: Programming for Communications and Networking; in Category 20, Topic 13, programmer Geoff Weiss announces updates to Marinetti-related programs; check out Category 19, Topic 3 regarding how to convert data from old Apple II disks to newer machines; and in Category 23, Topic 2, we hear a little about the latest issue of Juiced.GS.  All this month in A2.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Visual media are our ticket to the stars, and Showbits is your guide to these science fiction productions.  Category 13, Topic 6 will soon be busy with talk of the new season of "Star Trek: Enterprise", airing on October 8th, while talk of the new "Star Wars" DVD set is already under way in Category 35, Topic 6.  Whether the stars are your canvas for exploration or galactic battle, Showbits will show you the way!

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
None of us thinks we're bad writers - that's a term we apply to the other guys.  And thank goodness for these benchmarks against which to judge our work!  In Category 2, Topic 6: The Padded Room, some unintentional examples of bad or erroneous writing, be it from school children to amateur novelists, are made evident for all to see.  Come get some chuckles - and be sure your own writing doesn't make the mistakes listed!

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
